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In February, 2017,  twenty-five Revere educators agreed to serve on a committee 
to investigate and set forth current practices in homework usage throughout the 
district and create guidelines for homework by building. Appropriateness and 
consistency were key considerations as the study progressed.  
 
The purpose for the study is outlined below: 
 
This study is intended to inform and guide our practice; not take on one 
particular point of view or another. This study is to bring to the light practices 
currently in place and then determine the purpose of those practices as well as 
the impact they have on student growth and learning. The target of this study is 
the student and how he/she gains (or not) from the current homework practice 
of each teacher who serves him/her.  
 
The outcome will be a consensus on the purpose and expected outcomes of the 
use of homework as well as a clearly articulated progression of homework 
practice up through the grades beginning with kindergarten. All 
grades/buildings will be impacted as a result of the work done this year.  
 
The following pages list by building, the expectations for homework for this 
upcoming school year. This will be reviewed by the staff on an annual basis.  

 



Revere High School - Homework Guidelines 
 

Goal: To have consistency in students’ learning experiences. 
 
Define homework: Any learning activity to be completed during non-school hours. 
 
The Purpose of Homework: 

● Pre-learning  
● Checking for understanding 
● Practice 
● Processing 

 
Homework’s Contribution to the Overall Grade: As recommended practice, 
homework should not exceed 20% of the student’s overall grade, excluding major 
projects and writing assignments. 
 
Optimal Amount of Homework: Generally, high school students should have no more 
than 100 - 130  minutes per night, combined, although Honors and AP students may 
exceed that range. 
 
Best Practices in Homework Design: 

● Have a clear academic purpose. 
● Foster students’ confidence in their skills. 
● Give students choices and opportunities for personal expression. 
● Include student self-evaluations, reflection, and goal setting. 
● Foster problem solving and creativity. 
● Help students see the relevance to their own lives and the world around them. 
● Make aesthetically pleasing educational materials. 
● Differentiate homework tasks in terms of readiness, interests, learning style, 

organizational skills, and emotional factors, especially relating to: 
■ Difficulty or amount of work 
■ Amount of structure or scaffolding provided 
■ Learning style or interest 

● Utilize homework to inform future lessons. 
● Allow for late homework when appropriate. 
● Utilize schoolwide homework support programs before, during, after school. 

 
Feedback to Students: 

● Should be prioritized over grades themselves. 
● Should take place, as a minimum, prior to a summative assessment. 


